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(57) Abstract: A device (10) is {mvided for framing an article. Hie device includes inner (16) and outer (20) frame components, 
an uter panel (12) and transparent sheet material (21). The outer panel (12) includes a rear side and a viewer side and defines 
an aperture (18) and the outer panel (12) is mounted within the outer frame component (20). The inner frame conqx)nent (16) is 
arranged to be seated in the ^)erture (18) so that it veriaps with a peripheral n f the viewer side and the article is mounted 
within the inner frame conqranent (16). The transparent sheet tn^^tmsX (21) is mounted to a frame component and covers the article. 
The inner frame conqx>nent (16) includes an outer abutment surface which overlaps the peri^eral region of the viewer side of the 
outer panel (12) which defines the zpextxm (18) thereby to conceal a peripheral edge of dse aperture. The invention extends to an 
iimer frame component (16) and to a method of assembling a picture frame. 
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DEVICE FOR FRAMING AN ARTICLE 

THIS INVENTION relates to a device for framing an article. 
It also relates to a frame component for a picture frame and to a method 
of assembly of a picture frame. '* ^} 

Certain conventional picture frames typically include an 
outer frame within which is mounted a cardboard panel such as matt, 
board or the like with a central aperture. The panel has a viewer side 
and a rear side and an article is usually mounted within the aperture so 
that the panel defines a border between the article and the outer frame. 
A decorative beading may be attached about a periphery of the article, 
typically by means of a chemical adhesive, to the rear side of the panel 
to enhance the appearance of the frame. 

According to the Invention, there! is provided a device for 
framing an article, the device including 
an outer frame component; 

an outer panel including a rear side and a viewer side and defining 
an aperture, the outer panel being mounted within the outer frame 
component; 

an inner frame component which is arranged to be seated in the 
aperture so that it overlaps with a peripheral region of the viewer side, 
the article being mountable within the inner frame component; and 
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transparent sheet material mounted to a frame component and 
covering the article. 

The inner frame component may include an outer abutment 
surface which overlaps the peripheral region of the viewer side of the 
5 outer panel which defines the aperture thereby to conceal a peripheral 
edge of the aperture. Preferably, the device includes ain inner panel 
which is located or iocatable within the inner frame component. The 
inner panel may define an aperture within which the article is mounted 
and the inner frame component typically includes an inner abutment 
10 surface which overlaps a peripheral region of the inner panel in an 
abutting fashion. 

.ri In certain embodiments, the inner panel is an inner panel 

arrangement including at least two sub-panels e.g. of different colours. 
The inner panel arrangement may define a border between the article and 
1 5 , the inner frame component. ... 

. The inner panel may have a rear side and a viewer side, the 
- inner friame component being seated in the aperture of the outer panel 
arrangement so that it overlaps the peripheral region of its viewer side 
and it overlaps with an outer peripheral region of the viewer side of the 
20 inner panel arrangement. 

In certain embodiments, the outer and inner abutment 
surfaces are coplanar. However, in other embodiments, the abutment 
surfaces tie in spaced planes so that, in use, the inner and outer panels 
lie in spaced planes. 
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The inner frame component may include a concealed portion 
and an exposed portion, the exposed portion defining the inner and outer 
abutment surfaces. 

The inner frame component may define a generally T-shaped 
profile in which, when viewed in cross-section, the vertical component 
of the T-shaped profile corresponds with the concealed portion and the 
horizontal component corresponding with the exposed portion. 

The exposed portion preferably includes a visible decorative 
pattern. The exposed portion may have a height of between 1 mm and 
3 mm. 

^ -'^ The inner frame component is typically rectangular in outline 

and formied from four interconnected rhembers. 

The outer panel may define an outer panel arrangement, e.g. 
of different colours, including at least two sub-panels, which are 
arranged in a face-to-face abutting fashion and each of vyhich defines 
apertufbs bf different magnitudes. The panels are typically rhatt board 
or the like. - 

The outer frame component is typically a picture frame, or 
the like. Accordingly, the transparent sheet material is typically a sheet 
of glass about which the outer frame component extends. 

Further in accordance with the invention, there is provided 
a method of assembling a frame for an article, the method including 
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providing an outer panel, an inner panel in which the article is to 
be mounted, an inner frame component which includes inner and outer 
abutment surfaces, an outer frame component, and transparent sheet 
material ; 

5 locating the inner frame component between the inner and the 

outer panels so that the outer and the inner abutment surfaces of the 
inner frame component abut an inner peripheral region of the outer panel 
and an outer peripheral region of the inner panel; 

fastening the inner and outer panels to the inner frame component; 

10 and 

mounting the outer panel within the outer frame component with 
the transparent sheet material over the inner frame component. 

The method may include fastening of the panels to the inner 
frame component by way of a mechanical fasteners selected from the 
15 group consisting of staples and tabs which are bent. In certain 
embodiments, staples in the form of "V-nails" are used. . 

- . . . The invention extends to an inner frame component for use 
in a device for framing an article, the device including an outer frame, an 
outer panel with an aperture, and an inner panel to which the article is 
20 mountable so that it is visible through the aperture, the frame component 
being configured to mount the inner panel to the outer panel and 
including a concealed portion and an exposed portion which has an outer 
abutment surface, the outer abutment surface concealing a peripheral 
edge of the aperture in use. 

25 Preferably, the component includes an inner abutment 

surface which overlaps a peripheral region of the inner panel in an 
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abutting fashion in use. In certain embodiments, the inner and outer 
abutment surfaces are coplanar. in other embodiments, the inner and 
outer abutment surfaces lie in spaced planes so that, in use, the inner 
and outer panels lie in spaced planes. 

The inner frame component may define a generally T-shaped 
profile in which, when viewed in cross-section, the vertical component 
of the T-shaped profile corresponds with the concealed portion and the 
horizontal component corresponds with the exposed portion. The 
exposed portion preferably includes a visible decorative pattern. The 
exposed portion may have a height of between 1 mm and 3 mm. 

The inner frame component is typically rectangular in outline 
and formed from four interconnected members. :. 

' The invention is now described, by way of example, with 
reference to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings.. 

In the drawings, . v : ^ ^ : v , 

' ^-^'^ Figure 1 shows a front view of a picture frame in accordance with 
the invention; 

^ Figure 2 shows a three-dimensional bottom view of part of the 
frame of Figure 1 taken at ll-II; 

' Figure 3 shows a three-dimensional view of an inner frame 
component of the frame of Figure 1 ; 

Figure 4 shows a three-dimensional view of a further embodiment 
of an inner frame component; 

Figure 5 shows a side view of the inner frame component of 
Figure 4; and 
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Figure 6 shows a side view of a yet further embodiment of an 
inner frame component. 

Referring to the drawings, reference numeral 1 0 generally indicates 
a picture frame or device, in accordance with the invention, for framing 
5 an article. The frame 10 includes an outer panel 12 and an inner panel 
14 which are separated by an inner frame component 16. The outer 
panel 1 2 defines an aperture or opening 1 8 in which the inner frame 
component 16 is seated as described in more detail below. 

The outer frame component 1 2 is typically matt board or 
1 0 any other cardboard sheet which is typically used in conventional picture 
framing applications. In a conventional manner, the opening 18 is 
formed by removing a central portion (not shown) from the outer panel 
1 2. The outer panel 1 2 has a rear side 1 2.1 (see Figure 2) and a viewer 
side 12.2 (see Figures 1 and 2) and is mounted in a conventional outer 
15 frame 20 (only shown in Figure 1) including a sheet of glass 21. As in 
the case of the outer panel 12, the inner panel 14 includes a rear side 
14.1 (see Figure 2) and a viewer side 14.2 (see Figures 1 and 2). A 
further opening 22 is formed in the inner panel 1 4 for receiving an article 
to be framed e.g. a certificate, photograph or the like, it is to be 
20 appreciated that, in certain embodiments, the outer panel 1 2 and inner 
panel 1 4 may each be composite in nature defining outer and inner panel 
arrangements comprising a plurality of matt boards or cardboard panels 
arranged with apertures or openings of various sizes and located in an 
abutting fashion. 

25 The inner fram component 16 is composite in natur 

including four interconnected members 1 6.1 to 1 6.4 which are cut from 
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a length of material. Each component 16.1 to 16.4 is cut to an 
appropriate length, depending upon the magnitude or size of the aperture 
or opening 18 of the frame 10, so that its ends are cut at 45** and 
interconnected in a conventional fashion by means of staples or "V-nails" 
24 (only one of which is shown in Figure 2 of the drawings) to define a 
rectangular framelike component. The component 1 & has a concealed 
portion 26 (see Figures 2 and 3) and an upper decorative portion 28 
which defines abutment surfaces 30, 32. The opening 18 in the outer 
panel 1 2 is shaped and dimensioned so that the inner frame component 
1 6 is seated therein so that the abutment surface 30 abuts an inner 
peripheral end region 34 (see Figures. 1 and 2) of the outer panel 12, in 
a similar fashion, the inner panel 14 is shaped and dimensioned to be 
received within the inner frame component 1 6 so that its outer peripheral 
erid region 36 abuts the abutment surface 32. Accordingly, the inner 
frame^component 1 6 is positioned between the outer panel 1 2 and the 
inner panel 14 in such a fashion so that its abutment surfaces 30, 32 
abut the viewer sides 12.2, 14.2 respectively, inaccuracies in forming 
or cutting the opening 18 or an outer peripheral edge 38 of the inner 
panel 14 are thus concealed by the inner frame component 16, as 
discussed in more detail below. ^ . .'if:/ 

Unlike conventional decorative components which are used 
as a border between different cardboard panels in a conventional picture 
frame, which conventional components include a single abutment surface 
which is typically attached to a rear or non-visible side of an outer panel 
by an adhesive which takes time to dry, the outer and inner panels 12, 
14 may be stapled from the rear sides 12.1, 14.1 by means of 
conventional staples 40 to the inner frame component 16. In addition 
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or instead, conventional tabs 42 may be used to secure the inner frame 
component 16 to the outer panel 12 and/or the inner panel 14. 

As is clearly seen in Figures 2 and 3 of the drawings, 
abutment surfaces 30, 32 of the inner frame component 1 6 He in the 
same plane 44. Accordingly, the outer and inner panels 12, 14 also lie 
in the same plane 44. Referring in particular to Figures 4 to 6 of the 
drawings, reference numerals 60 and 70 generally indicate further 
embodiments of inner frame components. The inner fr'ame components 
60, 70 resemble the inner frame component 16 and> accordingly, like 
reference numerals have been used to indicate the same or similar 
features unless otherwise indicated. 

As in the case of the inner frame component 1 6, the inner 
frame component 60 includes a decorative portion 28 and a concealed 
portion 26. However, unlike the inner frame component 1 6, the inner 
* frame component 60 has its abutment surfaces 30, 32 in different 
spaced apart planes 64, 62. Accordingly, dependent upon the 
. orientation of the inner frame component 60 within the opening 1 8, the 
inner panel 14 may be sunken or raised so that the outer and inner 
panels 1 2, 1 4 lie in spaced planes. For example, the outer panel 1 2 may 
abut the abutment surface 30 and the inner panel 14 may abut the 
abutment surface 32 to provide a sunken effect as shown in Figure 5 of 
the drawings. 

The inner frame component 70 substantially resembles the 
inner frame component 60 but differs in that it does not include the 
concealed portion 26. Accordingly, th abutm nt surface 32 is larger 
and the inner panel 14 or artwork may be attached in a similar fashion 
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to the inner frame components 1 6, 60. The inner frame components 1 6, 
60, 70 are generally T-shaped when viewed in cross-section. 

In conventional framing arrangements where a conventional 
beading is used to enhance the decorative effect of a picture frame, the 
beading typically includes a single abutment surface which is glued to a 
non-viewer or rear side 14.1 of the outer panel 12. Accordingly, any 
imperfections in workmanship in cutting the opening 1 8 are visible from 
the viewer side 12.1. Further, as the outer panel t2 is seated on a 
peripheral iip of the conventional beading, it is undesirable to use staples 
40 or tabs 42 to secure the outer panel 1 2 to the beading as they would 
be clearly visible to an observer of the conventional picture frame. 
Further, elaborate arrangements are required to provide panels in 
different planes to create a so-called boxlike effect. 

l-lowever, with the picture frame 1 0 in accordance with the^ 
invention having its Inner frame component 16, 60, 70 seated in an. 
^abutting fashion on a viewer side 12.2 of the outer panel 12, any 
imperfections in cutting out the opening 18 are concealed. Further, 
although an adhesive may be used to secure the inner frame component 
16, 60, 70 to the outer panel and/or inner panel 12, 14 respectively, 
mechanical fasteners such as staples 40 and/or tabs 42 which are not 
visible from the viewer sides 1 2.1 , 14.1 may be used. Unlike adhesives 
which require time to dry, the staples 40 and/or the tabs 42 are 
immediately effective and production or assembly time of the frame 1 0 
is thereby reduced. Further, the inner frame components 60, 70 allow 
assembly of frames to provide a boxlike effect with relative ease as the 
abutment surfaces 30, 32 are spaced. 
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It is important to note that the inner frame component 1 6, 
60, 70 need not provide any rigidity to the frame 10. It is typically in 
the form of a beading performing primarily two functions. Firstly, it 
performs a decorative function to enhance the aesthetic appeal of the 
5 frame 1 0. Secondly, the inner frame component 1 6, 60, 70 performs 
thelmportant function of concealing the inner peripheral border or edge 
defining the opening 1 8. It is believed that this has particular advantages 
in the manufacturing process. It is particularly difficult to provide an 
acceptable peripheral border, which is visible to a yiewer, in conventional 
1 0 framing techniques. As mentioned above the inner frame component 1 6, 
60, 70 conceals imperfections in the cutting process. Accordingly, as 
a lower accuracy and integrity of the cut creating the opening 18 is 
required, it may be performed more quickly thereby expediting the 
manufacturing process. 

15 As is clearly seen in the drawings, the decorative portion 1 8 

of the component 1 6 does not extend substantially above the abutment 
surfaces 30, 32. Typically, the decorative portion has a height 33 of 
. between about 1 mm and 3 mm^ typically about 2 mm, and the total 
height 35 of the component is typically' about 6 mm. In a similar 

20 fashion, the decorative portion of the component 60 has a height of 
between about 1 mm and 3 mm, typically about 2 mm. In view of the 
relatively low height of the decorative portion 18, it is generally not 
substantially spaced from the viewer side 1 2.2 of the outer panel 1 2 
and, accordingly, the sheet of glass 21 may be positioned relatively close 

25 to the outer panel and may abut the decorative portion 1 8. The Inner 
frame component 1 6, 60, 70 is typically a synthetic plastics extrusion, 
wood, or the like. In larger frames 10, multiple layers of matt board, 
which define the outer panel 1 2, may be provided to enhance the rigidity 
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of the frame 10 as the inner frame component 16, 60, 70 does not 
necessarily provide rigidity due to the fine construction it may have. 

The invention extends to a method of manufacturing the 
frame 1 0. The method may include cutting an aperture or opening 1 8 
5 in the outer panel 1 2 using conventional techniques. Thereafter, the size 
of the inner frame component 16, 60, 70 is determined. The members 
16.1 to 16.4 are then cut, typically at 45*', and the inner frame 
component 16, 60, 70 is then assembled from the members 16.1 to 
16.4 which are typically joined by conventional staples. The inner frame 
10 component 16, 60, 70 is then dropped into the opening 18 and its 
abutment surfaces 30, 32 cover any imperfections in the cutting of the 
opening 1 8. The inner frame component is then attached to the outer 
i; panel 1 2 and the inner panel 14 (which may be artwork) is attached by 
. mechanical fastening means such as staples or tabs. It is however to be 
15 appreciated that it may be attached by means of an adhesive but 
mechanical fastening means are preferred as they do not require a drying 
time. The method also includes the step of mounting the outer panel 12 
• V in the outer frarne component 12 vyhich is typically conventional. 

The Inventor believes that the invention, as illustrated, 
20 provides an enhanced picture frame 10 in which cutting imperfections 
when creating the opening 18 are concealed by the inner frame 
component 1 6, 60, 70 as it is seated on peripheral regions 36, 38 of the 
viewer sides 12.1, 14.1 of the outer and inner panels 12, 14 
respectively: 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . A device for framing an article, the device including 
an outer frame component; 

an outer panel including a rear side and a viewer side and defining 
5 an aperture, the outer panel being mounted within the outer frame 
component; 

an inner frame component which is arranged to be seated in the 

** • • 

aperture so that it overlaps with a peripheral region of the viewer side, 
the article being mounted within the inner frame component; and 
1 0 transparent sheet material mountable to a frame componient and 

covering the article. 

2. A device as claimed in Claim 1, in which the inner frame 
component includes an outer abutment surface which overlaps' the 
peripheral region of the viewer side of the outer panel which defines the 

1 5 . aperture thereby to conceal a peripheral edge of the aperture. ' 

3. A device as claimed in Claim 2, which includes an inner 
panel which is located within the inner frame component, the inner panel 
defining an' aperture within which the article is mounted and the inner 
frame component including an inner abutment surface which overlaps a 

20 peripheral region of the inner panel in an abutting fashion. 

4. A device as claimed in Claim 3, in which the inner panel is 
an inner panel arrangement including at least two sub-panels, the inner 
panel arrangement defining a border between the article and the inner 
frame component. 

25 5. A device as claimed in Claim 3 or Claim 4, in which the 

outer and inner abutment surfaces are coplanar. 
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6. A device as claimed in Claim 3 or Claim 4, in which the 
abutment surfaces lie in spaced planes so that, in use, the inner and 
outer panels lie in spaced planes. 

7. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 3 to 
6 inclusive, in which the inner frame component includes a concealed 
portion and an exposed portion, the exposed portion, defining the inner 
and outer abutment surfaces. 

8. A device as claimed in Claim 7, in which the inner frame 
component defines a generally T-shaped profile in which, when viewed " 
in cross-section, the vertical component of the T-shaped profile 
corresponds with the concealed portion and the horizontal component 
corresponds with the exposed portion. :\ rr r . ' : " 

9. A device as claimed in Claim 8, in which the exposed 
portion includes a visible decorative pattern. " - 

10. - : A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 7 to 
9 inclusive, in whicK the exposed portion has a height of between 1 mm 
and 3 mm. 

11. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the inner frame component is rectangular in outline and formed 
from four interconnected members. 

12. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the outer pan I defines an outer panel arrangement including at 
least two sub-panels, which are arranged in a face-to-face abutting 
fashion and each of which defines apertures of different magnitudes. 
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13. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the outer frame component is as a picture frame. 

14. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the transparent sheet material is a sheet of glass about which the 
outer frame component extends. 

15. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the panel is matt board. ' ' 

16. A method of assembling a frame for an article, the method 
including 

providing an outer panel, an inner panel in which the article is to 
be mounted, an inner frame component which includes inner and outer 
abutment surfaces, an outer frame component, and transparent sheet 
material ; 

locating the inner frame component between the inner and the 
outer panels so that the inner and the outer abutment surfaces of the 
inner frame component abut an inner peripheral region of the outer panel 
and an outer peripheral region of the inner panel; 

fastening the inner and outer panels to the inner frame component; 

and 

mounting the outer panel within the outer frame component with 
the transparent sheet material over the inner frame component. 

17. A method as claimed in Claim 1 6, in which fastening of the 
panels to the inner frame component is by way of a mechanical fasteners 
sel cted from the group consisting of staples and tabs which are bent. 

1 8. An inn r frame component for us in a device for framing 
an article, the device including an outer frame, an outer panel with an 
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aperture, and an inner panel to which the article is mountable so that it 
is visible through the aperture, the frame component being configured to 
mount the inner panel to the outer panel and including a concealed 
portion and an exposed portion which has an outer abutment surface, 
5 the outer abutment surface concealing a peripheral edge of the aperture 
in use. - . 

19. A component as claimed in Claim 18, which includes an 

inner abutment surface which overlaps a peripheral region of the inner 
panel in an abutting fashion in use. 

10 20. A component as claimed in Claim 1 9, in vyhich the inner and 

outer abutment surfaces are coplanar. 

21 V ' A component as claimed in Claim 1 9, in which the inner and 

outer abutment surfaces lie in spaced planes so that, in use, the inner 
and outer panels lie in spaced planes. 

1 5 22. A component as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 

; ' . : ' 18 to 21 inclusive, in which the inner frame component defines a 
generally T-shaped profile in which, when viewed in cross-section, the 
vertical component of the T-shaped profile corresponding with the 
^ concealed portion and the horizontal component corresponding with the 
20 exposed portion. 

23. A component as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 

18 to 22 inclusive, in which the exposed portion includes a visible 
decorative pattern. 
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24. A component as claimed in any one of tlie preceding claims 
1 8 to 23 inclusive, in which the exposed portion has a height of between 
1 mm and 3 mm. 

25. A component as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 
1 8 to 24, in which the inner frame component is rectangular in outline 
and formed from four interconnected members. 

26. A new device, substantially as herein described and 
illustrated. 

27. A new method of assembling a picture frame, substantially 
as herein described. 

28- ' * • A new inner frame coniponeni:, substantially as herein 
described. * ' ' . . ^ ^ c- '. • V . , : : ^ 
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CLAIMS: 



1. 



A device for framing an article, the device including 



an outer frame component; 

an outer panel including a rear side and a viewer side and defining 
an aperture, the outer panel being mounted within the outer frame 
component; 

an inner frame component which is arranged to be seated in the 
aperture so that it overlaps with a peripheral region of the viewer side, 
the article being mounted within the inner frame component; and 

transparent sheet material mountable to a frame component and 
covering the article. 

2. A device as claimed in Claim 1 , in which the inner frame 
component includes an outer abutment surface which overlaps the 
peripheral region of the viewer side of the outer panel which defines the 
aperture thereby to conceal a peripheral edge of the aperture. 

3. A device as claimed in Claim 2, which includes an inner 
panel which is located within the inner frame component, the inner panel 
defining an aperture within which the article is mounted and the inner 
frame component including an inner abutment surface which overlaps a 
peripheral region of the inner panel in an abutting fashion. 

4. A device as claimed in Claim 3, in which the inner panel is 
an inner panel arrangement including at least two sub-panels, the inner 
panel arrangement defining a border between the article and the inner 
frame component. 



5. A device as claimed in Claim 3 or Claim 4, in which the 

outer and inner abutment surfaces are coplanar. 
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6. A device as claimed in Claim 3 or Claim 4, in which the 
abutment surfaces lie in spaced planes so that, in use, the inner and 
outer panels lie in spaced planes. 

7. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 3 to 
6 inclusive, in which the inner frame component includes a concealed 
portion and an exposed portion, the exposed portion defining the inner 
and outer abutment surfaces. 

8. A device as claimed in Claim 7, in which the inner frame 
component defines a generally T-shaped profile in which, when viewed 
in cross-section, the vertical component of the T-shaped profile 
corresponds with the concealed portion and the horizontal component 
corresponds with the exposed portion. 

9. A device as claimed in Claim 8, in which the exposed 
portion includes a visible decorative pattern. 

10. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 7 to 
9 inclusive, in which the exposed portion has a height of between 1 mm 
and 3 mm. 

11. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims. In 
which the inner frame component is rectangular in outline and formed 
from four interconnected members. 

12. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the outer panel defines an outer panel arrangement including at 
least two sub-panels, which are arranged in a face-to-face abutting 
fashion and each of which defines apertures of different magnitudes. 



J 
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13. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the outer frame component is as a picture frame. 

14. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the transparent sheet material is a sheet of glass about which the 

5 outer frame component extends. 

15. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the panel is matt board. 

16. A method of assembling a frame for an article, the method 
including 

10 providing an outer panel, an inner panel in which the article is to 

be mounted, an inner frame component which includes inner and outer 
abutment surfaces, an outer frame component, and transparent sheet 
material ; 

locating the inner frame component between the inner and the 
15 outer panels so that the inner and the outer abutment surfaces of the 
inner frame component abut an inner peripheral region of the outer panel 
and an outer peripheral region of the inner panel; 

fastening the inner and outer panels to the inner frame component; 

and 

20 mounting the outer panel within the outer frame component with 

the transparent sheet material over the inner frame component. 

17. A method as claimed in Claim 1 6, in which fastening of the 
panels to the inner frame component is by way of a mechanical fasteners 
selected from the group consisting of staples and tabs which are bent. 

25 18. An inner frame component for use in a device for framing 

an article, the device including an outer frame, an outer panel with an 
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aperture, and an inner panel to which the article is mountable so that it 
is visible through the aperture, the frame component being configured to 
mount the inner panel to the outer panel and including a concealed 
portion and an exposed portion which has an outer abutment surface, 
5 the outer abutment surface concealing a peripheral edge of the aperture 
in use. 

19. A component as claimed in Claim 18, which includes an 

inner abutment surface which overlaps a peripheral region of the inner 
panel in an abutting fashion in use. 

1 0 20. A component as claimed in Claim 1 9, in which the inner and 

outer abutment surfaces are copianar. 

21 . A component as claimed in Claim 1 9, in which the inner and 

outer abutment surfaces tie in spaced planes so that, in use, the inner 
and outer panels lie in spaced planes. 

1 5 22. A component as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 

18 to 21 inclusive, in which the inner frame component defines a 
generally T-shaped profile in which, when viewed in cross-section, the 
vertical component of the T-shaped profile corresponding with the 
concealed portion and the horizontal component corresponding with the 

20 exposed portion. 

23. A component as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 

18 to 22 inclusive, in which the exposed portion includes a visible 
decorative pattern. 
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24. A component as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 
1 8 to 23 inclusive, in which the exposed portion has a height of between 
1 mm and 3 mm. 

25. A component as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 
18 to 24, in which the inner frame component is rectangular in outline 
and formed from four interconnected members. 

26. A new device, substantially as herein described and 
illustrated. 

27. A new method of assembling a picture frame, substantially 
as herein described. 

28. A new inner frame component, substantially as herein 
described. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70, 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-11 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-19 as received on 1 7/08/2001 with letter of 1 4/08/2001 



Drawings, sheets: 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fumlshed to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this Item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48,3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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the drawings, 



sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, If necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
^ claims Nos. 17-19. 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specity): 



ISI the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements beloW) or said claims Nos. 17-19 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed {specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for In Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been fumished or does not comply with the standard. 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



because: 



1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 



Claims 1-16 
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Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1 



16 



Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Vli. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
s e separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the International application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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1. Concerning claims 1-14: 

1.1 Closest prior art: US-A-2 881 544. 

This document (see Figure 2) discloses a device for framing an article, the device 
including an outer frame component 1 ; an outer panel 4 including a rear side and 
a viewer side and defining an aperture, the outer panel 4 being mounted within 
the outer frame component 1 ; an inner frame component 30 which includes an 
outer abutment surface which overlaps a peripheral region of the viewer side of 
the outer panel 4 thereby to conceal a peripheral edge of the aperture; an inner 
panel 61 which is located within the inner frame component 30, the inner frame 
component 30 including an inner abutment surface which overlaps a peripheral 
region of the inner panel 61 in an abutting fashion and the article 63 being 
mounted in use within the inner frame component 30; and transparent sheet 
material 60 mounted to the inner frame component 30 and covering the article. 

In order to enhance the decorative effect of the framing device, the invention 
suggests that the transparent sheet material be mounted to the outer frame 
component to cover the article. 

None of the available documents renders obvious such device for framing an 
article. 

Consequently, the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 1 4 meets the re- 
quirements of Article 33(2), (3) PCT with regard to novelty and inventive step. 

1 .2 Dependent claims 2-13 concern further embodiments of the device according to 
claim 1 . 

Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 2-13 meets the requirements of Ar- 
ticle 33(2), (3) PCT. 

1.3 The device as defined in claims 1 - 14 is industrial applicable. 
Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 1-14 meets the requirement of Article 
33(4) PCT. 

1.4 Although claims 1 and 14 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they 
relate effectively to the same subject-matter and differ from each other only in 
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respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. 
The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness, contrary to the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

1 .5 The independent claims 1 and 14 are not drafted in the two-part form, in 

accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, with those features known in combination from 
document US-A-2 881 544 being placed in the preamble. 

2. Concerning claims 15 and 16: 

2.1 Independent claim 15 defines a method of assembling a frame as defined in 
independent claim 1 . 

Consequently, the subject-matter of independent claim 15 meets the requirements 
of Article 33(2), (3) PCT with regard to novelty and inventive step. 

2.2 Dependent claim 16 concerns further steps of the method according to claim 15. 
Consequently, the subject-matter of claim 16 meets the requirements of Article 
33(2),(3) PCT. 

2.3 The method as defined in claims 15 and 16 is industrial applicable. 
Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 15 and 16 meets the requirement of 
Article 33(4) PCT. 

3. Concerning claims 17-19: 

Independent claims 17, 18 and 19 do not define any features of the invention, 
contrary to the requirement of clarity (Article 6 PCT). 

4. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses, contrary to Rule 6.2(b) PCT. 

5. The description has not been brought into conformity with the amended claims. 
The relevant background art disclosed in document US-A-2 881 544 is not 
mentioned in the description, nor is this document identified therein, contrary to 
Rule 5.1(a)(il) PCT. 
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1 • A device for framing an article, the device including 

an outer franne component; 

an outer panel including a rear side and a viewer side and defining 
an aperture, the outer panel being mounted within the outer frame 
component; 

an inner frame component which includes an outer abutment 
surface which overlaps a peripheral region of the viewer side of the outer 
panel thereby to conceal a peripheral edge of the aperture; 

an inner panel which is located within the inner frame component, 
the inner frame component including an inner abutment surface which 
overlaps a peripheral region of the inner panel in an abutting fashion and 
the article being mounted in use within the inner frame component; and 

transparent sheet material mounted to the outer frame component 
and covering the article. 

2. A device as claimed in Claim 1, in which the inner panel is 

an inner panel arrangement including at least two sub-panels, the inner 
panel arrangement defining a border between the article and the inner 
frame component. 

3- A device as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2, in which the 
outer and inner abutment surfaces are coplanar. 

4- A device as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2, in which the 
abutment surfaces lie in spaced planes so that, in use, the inner and 
outer panels lie in spaced planes. 
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5. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 

which the inner frame component includes a concealed portion and an 
exposed portion, the exposed portion defining the inner and outer 
abutment surfaces. 

5 6. A device as claimed in Claim 5, in which the inner frame 

component defines a generally T-shaped profile in which, when viewed 
in cross-section, the vertical component of the T-shaped profile 
corresponds with the concealed portion and the horizontal component 
corresponds with the exposed portion. 

10 7. A device as claimed in Claim 6, in which the exposed 

portion includes a visible decorative pattern, 

8. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims 5 to 

7 inclusive, in which the exposed portion has a height of between 1 mm 
and 3 mm. 

15 9. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 

which the inner frame component is rectangular in outline and formed 
from four interconnected members. 

10. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 

which the outer panel defines an outer panel arrangement including at 
20 least two sub-panels, which are arranged in a face-to-face abutting 
fashion and each of which defines apertures of different magnitudes. 

11- A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 

which the outer frame component is as a picture frame. 
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12, A device as claimed In any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the transparent sheet material is a sheet of glass about which the 
outer frame component extends. 

13. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which the panel is matt board. 



14. A device for framing an article, the device including 
an outer frame component; 

an outer panel including a rear side and a viewer side and defining 
an aperture, the outer panel being mounted within the outer frame 
component; 

an inner frame component which includes an outer abutment 
surface which overlaps a peripheral region of the viewer side of the outer 
panel thereby to conceal a peripheral edge of the aperture; 

an inner panel which is located within the inner frame component, 
the inner frame component including an inner abutment surface which 
overlaps a peripheral region of the inner panel in an abutting fashion and 
the article being mounted in use within the inner frame component; and 

a sheet of glass mounted to the outer frame component so that 
the outer frame component extends about the sheet of glass, with the 
sheet of glass covering the article. 

15. A method of assembling a frame for an article, the method 
including 

providing an outer panel, an inner panel in which the article is to 
be mounted, an inner frame component which includes inner and outer 
abutment surfaces, an outer frame component, and transparent sheet 
material ; 
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locating the inner frame component between the inner and the 
outer panels so that the inner and the outer abutment surfaces of the 
inner frame component abut an inner peripheral region of the outer panel 
and an outer peripheral region of the inner panel; 
5 fastening the inner and outer panels to the innerframe component; 

and 

mounting the outer panel within the outer frame component with 
the transparent sheet material over the inner frame component. 

16. A method as claimed in Claim 1 5, in which fastening of the 
1 0 panels to the inner frame component is by way of a mechanical fasteners 

selected from the group consisting of staples and tabs which are bent. 

17. A new device, substantially as herein described and 
illustrated. 

18. A new method of assembling a picture frame, substantially 
15 as herein described. 

19- A new inner frame component, substantially as herein 

described. 
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